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ALAMEDA COUNTY MOSQUITO ABATEMENT DISTRICT REPORTS eh 


Harold F. Gray, engineer and executive officer of 
the Alameda County Mosquito Abatement District 
has issued the annual report for the year 1941, which 
was the eleventh complete calendar year of operation. 

The district has undergone a transition period from 


a peacetime operation into a program that works 


under actual war conditions. Since there are many 
military establishments and war industries in the 
distriet, the abatement of mosquitoes for the protec- 
tion of military personnel as well as civilians is a 
matter of importance in the maintenance of health 
and efficiency in both military and civilian groups. 

The activities of the district are directed toward 
control of marsh mosquitoes, which constitutes one of 
the major activities because of the extensive area 
under which such mosquitoes find appropriate con- 
ditions for breeding. Ditch construction, clearing, 
marsh oiling and burning, pumping, construction and 
maintenance of culverts and tide gates constituted 
widespread activities in the control of salt water 
mosquitoes. : 

The large numbers of creeks and roadside ditches 
in Alameda County also make necessary the con- 
tinual control of fresh water mosquitoes. Nearly 
30,000 miscellaneous breeding places were treated 
with oil or larvicide in 1941. A motorcycle sprayer, 
Cperated during the summer months, proved most 
valuable. 

A survey of mosquitoes breeding in cemeteries, 
especially in flower containers, led to the establish- 
ment of the cause of mosquito annoyance experienced 
hy individuals living near certain cemeteries. 

Since it is believed that some of the types of mos- 
(uitoes found in the district cemeteries are probable 


transmitters of certain virus diseases, it is important 
that they be placed under control. The board of 
trustees of the district has authorized a special study 
of mosquitoes breeding in certain representative 
cemeteries. Eleven species were found in three such 


cemeteries. They were: 


1. Culex pipiens 

2. Culex tarsalis 

3. Culex stigmatasoma 

4. Culex apicalis 

Theobaldia incidens 

6. Theobaldia nornata 

7. Aedes varipalpus 

8. Anopheles maculipennis freeborni 
9. Anopheles maculipennis occidentalis: 
10. Anopheles punctipennis 
11. Anopheles pseudopunctipenns franciscanus 


‘‘Of these species, Culex pipiens comprised about 
65 per cent, Theobaldia incidens about 20 per cent, 
the Anopheles group nearly 10 per cent, and the 


Culex tarsalis-Culiz stigmatasoma group 5 per cent 


of the specimens collected. Culix apicalis is certainly 
rare, and Theobaldia inornata probably not common. 
Aedes varipalpus would probably be more numerous 
in April and May. 

At the several cemeteries it was found that from 
0.15 to 0.24 flower containers per grave in the active 
areas were breeding mosquitoes, with from 17 to 24 © 
larvae per container, even as late in the year as mid- 
October. This indicates that a cemetery with some 
12,000 graves might easily have an output of at least 
25,000 mosquitoes per day in the summer, certainly 


ve 
‘ : 
ei} 
| 
Le 
. 4% hy 
hy 
‘ 
| 
; 
i 
<3 
»* 
“J 
Rie 
ints 
y 
| 
if 
| 
t 
| 
4 
. 
4 
ity 
3 
; i 
| 
in 
im 
; 
ae 
Z 
iui 
4 a 
ith 
i 
| 4 
isk 
¢ 
“| 
q 
hy 
i 


4 
| 
wr 
i 


34° Weekly Bulletin, Califorma Department of Public Health, March 21, 1942 


an appreciable number from either a disease trans- 


mission or a nuisance viewpoint. ’’ 

The report made a number of suggestions as to 
better methods for control of mosquito breeding in 
cemeteries, some of which can be undertaken by the 
district, and others by the cemetery authorities. In 
particular, the use of an improved and standard 
flower container which can be inverted when not in 
use is desirable. 


IMMUNIZE CHILDREN NOW 
Dr. Bertram P. Brown, Director of Public Health, 
has called the attention of health officers throughout 


the State to the necessity for immunizing children 
against smallpox and diphtheria in the war emer- 
gency. Because of the possibility that children may 
be evacuated from coastal communities, it is of par- 


ticular importance that all children in the State be 
immunized against the diseases without further delay. 


Dr. Brown requests that an immunization campaign | 
be started immediately so that it may be completed 
by May Day—Child Health Day. Following is the 


text of Dr. Brown’s communication to health officers: 


“Tt may become necessary, in the conduct of 
war, that children be moved from cities. Already 
the wartime industrial and military program has 
brought about marked dislocations and new con- 
centrations of population. This shifting of popu- 
lation is likely to increase the danger of epidemics, 
particularly among children. 

It is urgent that every public health measure be 
taken to protect those who may move, as well as 
to safeguard the communities into which many 
children may go. Efforts must be made to secure 
immunization of every child over nine months of 
age against smallpox and diphtheria. In addition, 


each locality should consider the advisability of 


immunization of children against whooping cough. 
The State Department of Public Health will be 
glad to assist In arranging and carrying out such 
an immunization program in your community. 
Appropriate publicity will be released and posters 
to publicize and record the progress in the immu- 
nization campaign will be available. Some funds 
may be made available to assist rural areas, where 
appropriations for smallpox vaccine and diphtheria 
toxoid can not be obtained. 
~ We know that you and the doctors in your com- 
munity have long been waging a successful cam- 
paign against smallpox and diphtheria. The 
present emergency in our country makes it neces- 
sary that we concentrate our efforts even further 
so that we can be assured that 100 per cent of the 
children over nine months of age are protected. 
We hope that plans will be made so that this 


immunization campaign can be organized and com- 


pleted by May Day—Child Health Day. Let us 
know whether you will undertake this campaign in 
your area and whether or not we can assist you in 
its achievement. ’’ 


ASK ONLY FOR NECESSARY BIRTH 
CERTIFICATES 


All bureaus of vital statistics throughout the 
United States are overwhelmed with demands for 
certified copies of birth certificates. This is due to 
the National war emergency. The demand has 
received extensive advertising and, as a result, many 
individuals who are not particularly in need of their 
birth certificates are adding to the work of State and 
local bureaus of vital statistics, causing a congestion 
that results only in delaying war efforts. 

It has suddenly become necessary for millions of 
people born in the United States to provide accept- 


able proof of their citizenship. Nothing should stand 


in the way of efforts made by men who wish to join 


the Air Corps, enlist in any branch of the war serv- 


ices, or secure employment in any industry that is — 
producing materials for warfare and defense. 

In commenting upon the unnecessary applications 
for birth certificates, the New York State Department 
of Health has stated: ‘‘There are numerous requests 
from citizens who have no such immediate need for 
birth certificates. They read in the newspapers or 
hear from neighbors about the difficulty of securing 
birth certificates and decide to apply for one ‘just 
in case.’ Still others wish to have in their possession 
a birth certificate for purely sentimental reasons. 
For example, the press recently carried a story about 
a sweet old lady who spent months in an endeavor to 
have her birth recorded so that she could hang the 
framed certificate over her bed.’’ 

The New York State Department of Health has 
therefore found it necessary to appeal to all patriotic 
citizens not to apply for their birth certificates unless 


_ there is a pressing need, because such applications 


delay action on urgent cases and seriously impede 
National defense. 


If one continues to ply one’s mind, growth ensues, 
even in the years formerly supposed to be marked by 
stagnation and decay. To foster this growth one must > 
not trust too much to the casual gains of every day 
work and experience. One must put forth well 
directed efforts. Merely to maintain one’s status is 
not enough. He who is satisfied to stand still will 
soon slip backward. To grow one must go on learn- 


Ing. So it has come about that education, formerly 


thought to be an activity limited to the days of one’s 
youth, is now seen in one form or another to be desir- 
able in all periods of life. Thus one continues to 
improve; thus one keeps young.—-Leon J. Richardson. 
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THE JAPANESE ARE TO BLAME 


Offices of local registrars of vital statistics in Calli- 
fornia, a8 well as the office of the State Registrar, are 
fooded with complaints filed by individuals whose 
births were not registered within one year of the 
events and who are now obliged to establish fact of 
hirth in the superior court in order to obtain delayed 
registration of their births. The court costs involved 
venerally amount to $20 or $25, and the fee of the 
attorney who presents the petition to the court aver- 
aves about $50—sometimes more and sometimes less. 
The average cost of the whole procedure is about $75, 
which is expensive to the rank and file who desire to 
work in defense industries and who are unable to 


secure employment unless they are able to prove their 


-itizenship through the provision of certified copies 
vf their birth records. 

The Japanese in California are entirety to blame 
for the high cost of delayed birth registration in this 
State. In 1918 the California Legislature passed the 
A\nti-Alien Land Act, which was enacted to prevent 
(nership of land by Japanese, who at that time were 
attempting to colonize the State. The Japanese Gov- 
crnment became greatly exercised over the proposed 
law and protested vehemently to the State Depart- 
vent. Wiliam Jennings Bryan, who was then Secre- 
tary of State under Woodrow Wilson, came to Sacra- 
siento where he spent many days endeavoring to kill 


tle proposed legislation. He was unsuccessful, how-. 


ever, and the Anti-Alien Land Law became effective. 

Following such enactment the California Bureau of 
\ital Statisties was flooded with birth certificates filed 
by Japanese who were then residents of California 
and who desired to establish citizenship in order to 
own land. There was no available method by which 
‘1 might be determined whether or not these certifi- 

«ites were fraudulent and in order to remedy the situ- 
ution the Legislature in 1915 amended the vital sta- 
\isties registration laws so as to provide for the estab- 


lishment of fact of birth in all those cases in which 
ihe birth certificate had not been filed within one year — 


of the event. : 
Twenty-seven years we find ourselves at 
war with the Japanese and the legislation of 1915 that 
as intended to hinder the Japanese in their economic 
infiltration of the State becomes a boomerang and 
handicaps loyal Americans whose birth certificates 
were not registered in accordance with the provisions 


nection with the Summer Session at Los Angeles. The 


weeks of the session, June 29th to July 17th. It will 


community of New Haven, Connecticut. 


and hygiene and will be presented by Miss Olive M. 


in order that an aggressive offensive may be instituted 
and maintained. 


PUBLIC HEALTH NURSING INSTITUTES 


The University of California at Los Angeles has 
announced two public health nursing institutes, each 
of three weeks’ duration, which will be held in con- 


first institute will be held during the first three 


cover family service in public health nursing and 
will be given by Miss Ruth Gilbert, Clinical Instruc- 
tion in Psychiatric Nursing, Yale University and 
Supervisor of Social Work, Psychiatric Service 1 in the 


The other institute will cover industrial nursing 


Whitlock, Public Health Nursing Consultant, Divi- 
sion of Industrial Hygiene, U. 8. Public Health Serv- 
ice, Washington, D. C. we 

Each institute will be held daily and university 
eredits will be given. A nominal tuition fee for each 
institute will be charged for those who are not other- 
wise enrolled in the Summer Session. 


NURSING COURSES AT U. C. L. A. 


The Summer Session of the University of California 
at Los Angeles has announced courses on public 
health and public health nursing to be given in the 
regular Summer Session, June 29 to August 7, 1942. 
Dr. C. Morley Sellery, Director of the Health Service 
of the Los Angeles City Schools, will give a course on 
public health and preventive medicine. 

Courses in public health nursing covering home 
nursing, principles of teaching in public health nurs- 
ing, methods in teaching home nursing, principles and 
practice of public health nursing, administration of 
the school health program and elements of nutrition 
will be given by Dr. Elinor Beebe, Assistant Professor 
of Public Health Nursing in the Pniversity of Cali- 4 ae 
fornia at Los Angeles; Miss Margaret E. Hazard, ae 
School Nurse of Spokane; and Mrs. Gladys T. Steven- 
son, Instructor in Home Keonomics. 
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To tell people they can do as they please, to give 
them in democracy free speech, free press, free 


assembly, is not the solution of the problem. That 


. 


of the law and who must now go to great expense in 
order to prove their citizenship. It is essential that 
ihe situation be remedied without delay in order that 
production of war materials may not be retarded and 


is the problem. No other way of life so much as ae a 
democracy calls for intelligence, character and moral ‘a 
responsibility inside the citizen—Rev. Harry E. 
Fosdick, D.D., pastor of the Riverside Church, N. Y. 
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FEVER TREATMENT FOR SYPHILITICS 


Special dormitories have been opened at Agnew and 
Camarillo State hospitals to provide malaria fever 
treatment for nonpsychotie syphilis patients referred 
from local public clinics throughout the State. | 

The new dormitories, staffed by the usual well- 
trained nursing and physician personnel of the two 
institutions, were created as the result of an agree- 
ment recently reached between the Department of 
State Institutions and the State Department of Public 
Health. 


Contained in the agreement is a carefully coor- 


-dinated referral plan. Clinic candidates’ for admis- 


sion to either of the hospitals will be examined and 
certified by the Consultant in Syphilology of the Bu- 
reau of Venereal Diseases. Complete clinic record 
and treatment reports will accompany all patients 
referred, and social workers assigned by the Depart- 


ment of Institutions, working in close cooperation 
with the State Department of Health, will handle the 


institution. 
Although all patients are examined in the usual 
routine of the Department of Institutions upon admit- 


tance to the hospitals, it is expressly agreed that 


management of the therapeutic malaria follow lines 
laid down jointly by the medical personnel of the 


State Department of Health and the Department of 


Institutions. 


MORBIDITY* 


Complete Reports for Certain Diseases Recorded for Week 
Ending March 14, 1942 
Chickenpox 


1668 cases from the following counties: Alameda 288, Butte 
3, Contra Costa 42, Del Norte 1, Fresno 45, Imperial 29, Inyo 
16, Kern 27, Kings 5, Los Angeles 697, Madera 4, Merced 18, 
Monterey 6,~Napa 4, Nevada 47, Orange 26, Plumas 3; River- 
side 2, Sacramento 92. San Bernardino 51, San Diego 117, San 
Francisco 12, San Joaquin 11, San Luis Obispo 10, San Mateo 
8, Santa Barbara 33, Santa Clara 76, Santa Cruz 9. Siskiyou 6, 
Sonoma 4, Stanislaus 8, Tehama 1, Tulare 17, ‘Ventura 19, 
Yolo 6. 


German Measles 


10383 cases from the following counties: Alameda 233, Contra 
Costa 6, Fresno 2, Kern 32, Lake 1, Los Angeles 145, Marin 16, 
Merced 9, Monterey 4, Nevada 2; Orange 13; Riverside 14, Sac- 
ramento 1, San Bernar ino 9, San Diego 144, San Francisco 
168, San Joaquin 62, Saft Luis Obispo 22, San Mateo 27, Santa 
Barbara 37, Santa Clara 30, Santa Cruz 2, Shasta l, Solano 9, 


Sonoma 13, Stanislaus 26, Sutter 1, Tehama : § Tulare 5, Ven- 


tura 38, Yuba 2 


Measles 


5880 cases from the following counties: Alameda 338, Butte 
79, Colusa 2, Contra Costa 46, Del Norte 1, Eldorado 5, Fresno 
651, Imperial 120, Kern 105, Kings 28, Lake 2, Lassen 2, Los 
Angeles 1569, Madera 145, Marin 8, Mariposa 2, Merced 67, 
Monterey 25, Napa 33, Nevada 99, Orange 184, Placer 8, River- 
side 85, Sacramento 161, San Bernardino 112, San Diego 659, 
San Francisco 152, San Joaquin 292, San Luis Obispo 82, San 
Mateo 16, Santa Barbara 245, Santa Clara 30, Santa Cruz 9, 
Shasta 2, Solano 9, Sonoma 33. Stanislaus 128, Sutter 32, “Tulare 


161, Ventura 77, Yolo 


* Data regarding the other reportable diseases not listed 
herein, may be obtained upon request. 
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work of actually entering indigent patients into the > 


: Francisco 2, San Luis Obispo 10, 


Mumps 


2358 cases from the following counties: Alameda 266, Colusa 
3, Contra Costa 24, Fresno 60, Imperial 114, Inyo 4, Kern 69, 
Kings 9, Los Angeles 536, Madera 19, Marin 4, Merced 1, Mon- 
terey 32, Napa 8, Nevada 9, Orange 125, Plumas 8, Riverside 
54, Sacramento 119, San Bernardino 44, San Diego 276, San 
Francisco 110, San Joaquin 110, San Luis Obispo 33, San Mateo 
16, Santa Barbara 23, Santa Clara 115, Santa Cruz 92, Shasta 1, 
Siskiyou 18, Solano 2, Sonoma 50, Stanislaus 8, Sutter 3, 
Tehama 9, Tulare 12, Ventura 23, Yolo 23, Yuba 1. 


Scarlet Fever 


166 cases from the following iia Alameda 8, Contra 
Costa 1, Eldorado 1, Fresno 14, Kern 2, Kings 1, Los Angeles 
53, Marin 6, Merced 6, Monterey i. Nevada 2, Orange 8, Placer 
1, Riverside * Sacramento 2, San Bernardino 5, San Diego 15, 
San Francisco 12, San Joaquin 6, San Luis Obispo 2, San Mateo 
4, Santa Barbara 3, Santa Clara 1, Siskiyou i, Sonoma 2 
Stanislaus 1, Ventura 


Whooping Cough 


322 cases from the following counties: Alameda 31, Butte 3, 
Contra Costa 3, Fresno 43, Imperial 2, Inyo 1, Kern 10, Kings 
1, i208 Angeles 48, Madera 4, Marin 1, Merced 1 Nevada 39, 
Orange 9, Riverside 9, Sacramento 17, San Bernardino 18, San 
Diego 4, San Joaquin 19, San Mateo 1, Santa Barbara 21, Santa 
Clara 8, Santa Cruz 2, Siskiyou , Sonoma 8, Sutter 3,. Tulare 


5, Ventura 4, 


Diarrhea of Newborn (Epidemic) 
One case reported from Los — County. 


Diphtheria 


24 cases reported from the following counties: Imperial ae 
Los Angeles 4, Riverside 1, Sac os" 2, San Diego 2, San 
olo 


Dysentery (Bacillary) 


4 cases from Los Angeles County. 


Epilepsy 

32 cases from the following counties: Alameda 2, Los Angeles 
24, Orange 1, San Francisco 4, San Joaquin 1. 
Food Poisoning 

11 cases from the following counties: Alameda 8, San Fran- 
cisco 1, Yolo 2 
Influenza 

156 cases reported in the State. 


Jaundice (Epidemic) 
One case reported from Butte County. 


Meningitis (Epidemic) oor 


4 cases from the following counties: Los Angeles 1, San 
Bernardino 1, San Diego 1, San LADS Obispo 1. 


Poliomyelitis 


2 cases from the following counties: 
Diego 1 


Rabies (Animal) 
11. cases from the following counties: Fresno 1, Los Angeles 
9, Santa Clara 1. 


Rheumatic Fever 


5 cases from the following counties: 
Barbara 1, San Luis Obispo 1. 


Los Angeles 1, San 


Los Angeles 3, Santa 


Tetanus 


2 cases from: the following counties: 


Orange 1, San Fran- 
cisco 1. | 


Trichinosis 
One case from Alameda County. 


Typhoid Fever 


One case from Shasta County. 


Undulant Fever 
3 cases from the following counties: Orange ‘ Sonoma 2. 


wereity of 


Medical 
5rd & Parnassus Aves. 


San Francisco, Calif. 
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